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Professor Colin Gordon, 

University of Iowa:

• 100,000 properties have 

covenants in St. Louis City 

and County

• 80% of St. Louis County 

homes built by 1950 have a 

covenant in their chain of 

title



Shelley v. 

Kraemer, 

1948





United States 

government’s first 

redlining of St. 

Louis as part of 

the Federal 

Housing Act (FHA) 

and Home Owner’s 

Loan Corporation 

(HOLC) Programs 
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Jones v. Alfred 

H. Mayer Co., 

1968 





• 1952: Construction began, 
and 33 high-rise apartment 

buildings were built

• 2,870 units and reached 
peak occupancy in 1957 but 
plummeted below 35% by 1971

• The “Pruitt” building was 
intended for black residents, 

”Igoe” was intended for  
white residents

• By the mid-1960’s the 
tenant population was mostly 

black

• 1972: three buildings were 
imploded with dynamite, and 
in 1976 the site was cleared 

completely
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Thank you!

• Questions?

• Sources:

• The Broken Heart of 

America, Walter 

Johnson

• The Color of Law, 

Richard Rothstein

• American Apartheid, 

Douglas Massey and 

Nancy Denton

• Thanks to Harry Bell 

and Allison Cichocki


